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V: This is Nailah Summers and Caroline Vickers and we are at the Freedom Project 

School in Sunflower County, Mississippi. It is September 22, and we are 

interviewing . . .  

W: Jakylla Williams. 

V: Jakylla Williams. Hi, Jakylla. 

W: Hi. 

V: Alrighty, so, how old are you? 

W: Thirteen. 

V: You’re thirteen? And what grade are you in? 

W: Seventh— 

V: Seventh? How long have you been a part of— is this your first year in the 

Freedom Project? 

W: Yes, ma’am. 

V: Yeah, and what have you learned so far, while you’ve been here? 

W: I learned about, um… 

V: [Laughter] Don’t be nervous.  

W: I learned about getting ready for college and school, and about the Civil Rights. 

V: You don’t have to be nervous, I promise. So, where are you from in Mississippi? 

Are you in Sunflower or are you in… 

W: Sunflower.  

V: You’re from Sunflower too. And you’ve been here your whole life?  

W: Yes, ma’am.  
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V: Yeah, and how many times a week do you come here to the center? How many 

times a week do you come to the center?  

W: Every week. 

V: Every week? Every day or a couple times a day? 

W: Every day.  

V: Every day? Good. So, what are they teaching you about getting ready for 

college?  

W: Like reading, writing. 

V: [Laughter] All right.  

W: Like interviewing people.  

V: Yeah, what we’re doing? This is our first interview. We’re nervous, we’re more 

nervous than you are. So, don’t sweat it. But, do you know what you want to do? 

When you get to college? You know what you want to be when you’re grown up?  

W: Yes. 

V: What you want to do? 

W: A teacher. 

V: Yeah, you want to come back here in Sunflower and teach?  

W: Yes. 

V: What do you want to teach? 

W:  Reading.  

V: Reading? Reading is very important. You like reading?  

W: Yes. 

V: What’s your favorite book? Or what’s your favorite thing you’ve read? 
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W: My favorite thing? 

V: Uh-huh. 

W: Junie B. Jones and . . . 

V: Say it again? 

W: Junie B. Jones— 

V: Junie B. Jones and . . . 

W: And there’s a book in there— 

V: Yeah? Want to run and grab it? Do you know where it is? All right, go. [Pause] All 

right, what’s the book?  Coming of Age in Mississippi? That’s it? I just bought that 

book. I just bought that book and I was going to read it to come here and I 

haven’t finished it yet. You like that book? 

W: Yes. 

S: Why do you like that book?  

W: Because it’s very interesting and it tells everything about her life. That happened 

to her when she was a little girl. 

V: Mm-hm. 

S: Who was it?  

V: Anne Moody. And where did she—do you remember where she grew up in 

Mississippi? 

W: In the United States? 

V: No, no, yeah, in Mississippi, do you remember where she grew up? Neither do I. 

[Laughter]  But what does that book mean to you? What does that time in history 
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mean to you, with civil rights and segregation? What does it . . . what do you 

think about it? 

W: What I think about it is, it was disturbing, because they had to pick who they 

wanted to marry, and how many kids they happen to have. And . . . 

V: And what do you think, for you, what were the differences between back then 

and what it was like then and now? What’s different from . . . 

S: Why are things different today? 

V: Right. What do you think makes it different today? 

W: Name some differences? 

V: Mm-hm. 

W: Blacks can go to school with whites. People can marry who they want to marry, 

have any place they want to have.  

V: Mm-hm, right, right.  

W: And everybody’s already now equal.   

V: Mm-hm. Do you think that? Do you agree with that, that everybody’s equal?  

W: Not really. 

V: Not really? Why not? 

W”: Because some people don’t’ get the same amount of money that the other 

people gets. 

V: Right, right. What do you think needs to be done to change that? 

W: Like… 

V: Don’t get nervous, think about it.  

W: Who gets to change things? 
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V: Mm-hm. What would you do in Sunflower to make things better? 

W; What I would do is, like, find a job, so we’ll earn more money— 

V: You? Or for everybody?  

W: For everybody.  

V: Want to find more jobs for people?  

W: Yes. Like help the community. 

V: Are there a lot of people in Sunflower that don’t have jobs?  

W: Yeah. 

V: Yeah. Anything else? No? So, how would you help the community? You said 

you’d help the community? What would you do? What would you do for the kids, 

what would you do for the older folks? 

W: What I would do is, like do community service. Clean up around, and help to 

change and learn.  

V: Right, that’s why you want to be a teacher, right?  

W: Yes. Teach them more about Civil Rights and  like… 

V: Yes? 

W: Yes.  [Laughter] 

V:  So, what, when somebody talks about civil rights or when somebody mentions 

civil rights, what do you think about, when somebody talks about the Civil Rights? 

What comes to mind? 

W: Why do they . . . 

V: Look, I’ll close my eyes; I’ll lay my head down. Just pretend we’re not here, just 

talk. 
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W: Okay. [Laughter]  

S: I’ll put mine down too.  

W: Oh, what come to my mind is that when they talk about civil rights, like it’s as a 

teacher or a lawyer, what happen back then. And they teach us and want to ask 

people more questions about the civil rights and ask more questions. And I think 

after a while, they didn’t do that back then.   

V: All right.  

V: [Laughter] You’re so nervous. Do you have any questions for us, us college 

students? You want to know anything about college life?  

W: Yeah. 

V: Like what?  

W: What do you do in college?  

V:  In college, we can make our own schedules. We choose the classes that we 

want to take, they tell us what we need to take, but we get to choose when to 

take those classes. So, you can take a class you really need to take and then 

you can take a fun class that you just interested in. Let’s say you really need to 

take math, but you want to learn about civil rights and you want to take that class. 

You can take them both at the same time.  

W: Right. 

S: There’s a lot of freedom in college and let me tell you something right now. High 

school will be hard, okay? You’re all growing up, all the people around you are 

growing up and you all think you’re grown, but stick with high school. Stay there.  

You will—you’re grown, stay in high school and as soon as you get out, when 
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you go to college, it will be so much better. All right? I wish somebody would 

have told me, I wish somebody would have told me that about high school. It was 

hard.  

V: Make sure regardless of what’s going on, study. Don’t let anybody ever tell you, 

oh, you don’t have to read for that class. It’s easy, don’t do it. You always want to 

study. Always make it your priority to talk to your teacher or your professor, 

because that’s how you get a good understanding, that’s how they know what 

helps you best. They cater to your needs because there’s something you don’t 

know and they’re not saying in class, you can personally go to that teacher and 

say, I really don’t understand this. Can you talk more about this? So, there’s 

more freedom in college to do that. In high school, you don’t really get a chance 

to say, hey, can you go back and do that? Or, I really want to learn more about 

this. What do you want to talk about? [Laughter] What’s that look about? 

W: I don’t know. 

V:  You want to ask us anything?  

S: You want to turn the tables on us, you could interview us.  

W: [Laughter]  

S: All right. So, tell me what you would do when you were little, when you were 

small here in Sunflower? What’s there to do in Sunflower? What are the kids 

like? What are your friends like? 

W: My friends are mean.  

S: Mean? Why are they mean? 
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W: Because they like to keep a mess, and instigate and go back and tell people 

what the other person said.  

S: It’ll be like that for a long time. 

V: Even in college. [Laughter]  Yes, trust me. 

S: Yes, it’ll never go away. They’re mean because we’re mean.  What else? What 

do you like to do? 

W:  What I like to do? Dance. 

S: You like to dance? Yeah? 

W: I like to sing a little.  

S: Yeah? What else? I don’t even remember.  

V: We know they have those in college as well. They have dance teams, they have 

choirs. Don’t think just because you go to college or you get to high school, okay, 

I just only study. There’s fun things to do in high school, there’s fun things to do 

in college. And actually the more things you do in high school, and study, makes 

it look better for you. Like all types of colleges will be asking you to come there 

and give you more money, for college so it’s actually best if you keep singing and 

keep dancing.  

V: Right. 

S: And study hard, too! Okay? [Laughter]  

V: It’s a lot of stuff to do but you can do it. 

S: Yeah. So, tell me what you like about here, about this place, about the Freedom 

Project School.  
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W: The Freedom Project? Oh, I like more about the Freedom Project because you 

can do fun stuff, get away from your parents, and come here and learn new stuff. 

[Laughter]  

S: And do you have any more friends that are— 

W: Here? 

S: Yes, from your school?  

W: No. 

S: And how do you get into the Freedom Project?  

W: I don’t remember. 

S: Did your parents put you in— 

W: Yes— 

S: Or did your schools suggest you— 

W: Yep, parents put you in.  

S: So, your parents must really like you to come here. 

W: Oh, yes.  It’s helped me to be a more educated.  

S: Stick with it, because . . . we need more places like this. So, you need to become 

a teacher and come back and help the kids in your community and help places 

like this out. So that we can all, everybody can be equal.  Education is one thing 

that puts people on the same level. Education helps the people be on the same 

level. Anything else you want to talk about?  Anything else you want to talk about 

civil rights, or no? Maybe? Yes, you do! 

W: Oh, for college, do they have teachers on monitors, like on TV so they can teach 

you guys?  
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V: Some classes do. You can have an online class, or classes that you may not feel 

going to, or you’re just so busy you can’t go to that class every day at the same 

time. You can actually watch the lecture online and it’s really convenient. But it’s 

your responsibility to actually watch the lecture is the only thing.  

S: Yeah, so that does happen. A lot of teachers don’t’ take attendance, let me see . 

. . 

V: Some do and will hurt your grade sometimes. Let’s say that you have a class in 

college, right? And you make 100 on everything, right? But you never come to 

class and that teacher takes attendance. Guess what that’s probably the 

difference between an “A” and a “B”. You would had an “A” but you had no points 

for attendance. So, that’s why it’s important to make sure you go to class.  

V: It’s a little easier than middle school. 

S: Yeah, that’s right.  

V: Right. It’s—they make you—they treat you like a grown up.  So, that’s good. I like 

college for that reason.  There’s no strict dress code. 

S: Do you have uniforms at your school? 

W: Yes. 

S: You don’t have to wear a uniform in college.  

V: Never had top wear a uniform. What colors are your uniforms? 

W: Burgundy and blue.  

S: Burgundy and blue. 

V: So, you like those colors?  

W: No.  [Laughter] 
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V: You can wear any color you want in college, any color. 

S: I had red and black in elementary school. 

V: Oh no, you’re in middle school, right? You just started middle school? Did you 

just start?  

W: No, I’ve been started.  

S: When, what grade do you serve in school here? 

W: Middle school start at seventh. 

S:  Okay, yeah. Me too. Some schools start in like sixth, or fifth.  

V: Yeah, mine started at fifth. 

S: Right. All right. Oh, tell me about the . . . why don’t they teach karate here 

anymore?  Were you here when they taught karate?  

W: Yes, it’s for the summer.  

S: Oh, it’s just for the summer when they teach karate?  

W: Yes, ma’am.   

S: And do you do, the boys that gave the tour said you guys do plays. Have you 

been a part of a play yet? 

W: No.  

S: No. Do you want to? 

W: No. 

S: [Laughter] Why not?  

W: I’m shy to get on the stage.  

S: Me too. Let me tell you, when I was... I did chorus and I was on the dance team 

in high school and in middle school and in elementary. I did dancing and I did 
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singing. And when I got older, I was like all right, maybe I’ll do something by 

myself, I’ll take a friend and I’ll sing on stage for the Black History Month show. I 

was so nervous I almost threw up. So, you’re not the only one.  I get really, really, 

really nervous. Really nervous. 

V: So, what’s your favorite activity here?  

W: At the Freedom School? Karate. 

S: Yeah. So you like the karate? [Laughter] So, you miss the karate? 

W:  Yeah.  

S: What kinds of things do they teach you in karate?  

W: Like they teach us kicks, punches and how to block when a person coming at 

you.  

S: Yeah, you haven’t been able—you haven’t used the karate yet, right? [Laughter]. 

That’s good. And go ahead— 

S: It’s not karate because you say that’s it’s only in the summertime? What’s your 

favorite activity when its’ not karate? 

W: Playing hot lava.  

S: What’s hot lava?  

W: It’s a game that you gotta step on a color that says hot when they say burnt! You 

gotta run off the mat and you gotta pick, keep going til you get it right, til you 

finished them. 

S: And that’s over in the dojo?  

W: Yes.  

S:  And do you play that a lot?  
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W: No. 

S: Just sometimes? That’s why you like it? Because you like it, because it doesn’t 

happen all the time?  

W: Sometimes we play Frisbee.  

S: Oh, yeah? That’s good. And um, what time do you guys usually leave here? 

W: Seven.  

S:  And your parents come pick you up?  

W: Yes. 

S:  Or they take you back in a van? 

W: Or, yes. 

S:  On a van? Okay. And I was going to ask you something.   

V: You know what college you want to go to? 

S: I was just about to ask that. 

W: I would say Delta Valley. 

S: Delta Valley? Yeah. That’s right, it’s not that far. We passed that. She’s going to 

be a teacher. What’s your last name?  

W: Williams.  

S: Miss Williams.  Teacher . . . 

V: It has a ring to it. I think you’ll be a good teacher.  

S: Actually my second—do you know what grade you want to teach?  

W: First. 

S: First grade?  

W: Mm-hm. 
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S: My grade teacher was Miss Jones. And my second grade teacher was Miss 

Williams. So, I had a Miss Williams. She was really, really nice. I have faith in 

you. You’ll be a great teacher.   

V: What do you think you can do as a teacher to help kids? 

W: What I can do is teach?  

V: Would you encourage them to do some things or come to places like this?  

W: Encourage them and come to a place like this to help them learn more.   

V: Yeah? 

W: Yeah.  

S: That’s good. We need more teachers.  

W: Uh-huh. 

S: We need more teachers like you. So, good job. I see backpacks . . . What’s this 

room for? Do you come in this room or do you stay in the yellow room?  

W: This room.  

S: This room, this is the green room, what’s the green for?  

W: Education. 

S: Education. And the yellow one is for what? 

W: Action.  

S: Action. Okay, very good. So, what are you, what kind of homework are you 

working on now? 

W: Math.  

S: Do you like math? 

W: No! [Laughter] 
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V: I don’t like math. 

S: Yes, I still don’t like math. Never liked it. 

V: But it’s important, so make sure you work on it. Sometimes, it’s something that 

we don’t like, we have to work harder at it.  

S: So, what kind of math are you working on? 

W: Diminutive or associative properties.  

S: Ooh.   

V:  I remember that. That’s with the parenthesis?  

W: Yes.  

S: That’s good. Are you getting good grades so far? 

W: Yes. 

S: Yes? Good. Keep it up. 

V: Do you have any brothers and sisters?  

W: Yes.  

V: How many? 

W: Five sisters and one brother.  

V: What are their names?  

W: La’nijah, Jazaria, Margret, Jamille, and Keziah.  

V: Keziah.  And your brother? 

W: Yes. 

V: What’s your brother’s name? 

W: Keziah! 

V: Oh, that’s Keziah.  Okay, is he a baby?  
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W: No. 

V: No, you almost forgot your brother’s name when you started with a baby. You 

called him, how old is your brother? How old are your brothers and sisters? Do 

you know? 

W: Yes. My oldest sister, she’s fifteen. One, nine, eleven, my brother, I think he’s 

ten. [Laughter]  

V: That’s good, okay. And are they involved in the Freedom Project?  

W: No.  

V: No? Why not? 

W: I don’t know.  

V:  You don’t know? [Laughter]. All right.  Are you your parent’s favorite? They put 

you in this special program, why aren’t your brothers and sisters here? You ready 

to go? You want to go back there and do your homework? You don’t have to be 

nervous. We were your age, too. We remember what it’s like.  

S: I used to be really nervous, speaking in front of people. I was like, oh. But 

eventually I would come around. 

V: Yeah, she can’t stop talking.  [Laughter] I think you’re warming up to us. 

S: Yes.  

V: She’s doing good.  All right, well, you are—we can let you go now if want. Go 

back to your friends and do your homework. Let us know if you need, or if—do 

you have tutors here to help you with the homework?  

W: Yes. 

V: To help you do the math?  
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W: Yes. 

V: Okay. Alrighty, well, thank you. 

W:  You’re welcome. 

S: All right, bye. 

 

[End of interview] 
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